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Letter from the Editor

Spring is here finally! Or at least the calendar say it is but
the weather doesn't. But as most things in life it will get bet-
ter | am sure.

For all of you that are daily promoting the memory of the at-
tack on the Liberty, as unsung as most of your are, the Sur-
vivors applaud your diligence and dedication, those of us
that are not survivors but served aboard the Liberty appreci-
ate what you are doing. Please keep up the good work since
memories fade and things are forgotten as life moves on
and things slowly become meaningless. The memory of
what happened must not be forgotten or become meaning-
less.

And for those on the staff of the Liberty Veterans Associa-
tion, the Board, our President, Moe and the many others
that work so diligently behind the scenes "well done." You
also are not forgotten and your work is most meaningful!
And important.

We may argue and disagree among ourselves and since we
are "family" this is to be expected but remember this ship-
mates: we are a family with one common goal and that is to
"Remember the Liberty."

Easter is here and it is a time of celebration and joy for most
of us. So God bless, keep up

the good fight. SUBMIT INFORMATION TO:

Wayne Kelley, Sr., Editor
9400 Reams Road
North Chesterfield, VA 23236
waynekelleysr@yahoo.com

Wayne Kelley, Sr.
Editor

www.USSLibertyVeterans.org |

www.USSLiberty.com




Q%/é/;% News ‘ THE NEWSLETTER OF THE USS LIBERTY

Letter from the President

The first quarter of 2018 has been an active one on many levels. | am very pleased with
your board of directors as they are fired up and dedicated to getting the truth out to the
American public that the Israeli attack on the USS Liberty was deliberate and vicious. In
fact, your Vice President, Larry Bowen, created an opportunity to visit Congressmen and
the Washington American Legion Office. Hopefully, Larry will provide us his report in time
for this newsletter. | want you to know we are working hard to get something happening.

Also included in this newsletter is a copy of the USS Liberty Bylaws that have been
changed to guide us into the future. If you have a copy of the bylaws, please update it.

| have received two pieces of important information regarding the attack. Firstly, | was dis-
cussing the attack with a fellow retired CIA official who was close to Richard Helms, the
CIA Director at the time of the attack. He indicated to me that Director Helms said to him
that he knew exactly why Israel attacked which was that Israel was killing Egyptian prison-
er of war and they were concerned that we were intercepting this intelligence. James
Bamford in this book, “Body of Secrets, chapter 13” indicated the same years after the
aforementioned Helms conversation. Since it has been proven Israel committed this war
crime as their bodies have been recovered, | also believe President Johnson and Secre-
tary of Defense McNamara knew that the attack was forthcoming. In my mind, it is the on-
ly way all the puzzle pieces fit.

In addition, we have received detailed information regarding the submarine USS Amber-
jack from their Sonarman. He indicated that the sub did not fire a torpedo at the Liberty
and they were not in the vicinity of the attack. | am convinced he is telling the truth from
the information he has provided, however, that is not to say there wasn't another US sub-
marine at the attack. | guess we will never know until there is an honest Navy or Congres-
sional investigation. In any case, based on the recorded interview with one of the Israeli
torpedo boat captains, it was his boat that launched the torpedo that struck our ship killing
25 of the 34.

Attention: June 8, 2018 USS Liberty Memorial Service. The Memorial Service this year is
at the Navy Memorial, 7th & Pennsylvania, Ave., Washington, DC, at 1 PM. If you intend
on coming, please let Terry McFarland know at timjumbo92@yahoo.com or call him at
410-551-4166. In addition, if you have Arlington Cemetery pass to drive you car onto the
cemetery, please let Terry know.

God bless,
Ernie
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Statement of Purpose

IN JUNE 1967 jet aircraft and motor torpedo boats of the De-

fense Forces of the State of Israel brutally assaulted the Ameri-

can naval intelligence-gathering ship, USS Liberty, while in in-

ternational waters off the coast of the Sinai Peninsula in the

Mediterranean Sea. The attack was preceded by more than six

hours of intense low-level surveillance by Israeli photo recon-

naissance aircraft, which buzzed the ship as low as 200 feet di-

rectly overhead. The carefully orchestrated assault that fol-

lowed was initiated by high performance jet aircraft. This was

followed by slower and more maneuverable jets carrying na-

palm, and was finally turned over to lethal torpedo boats, which blasted a forty-foot hole in
the ship's side. The attack lasted more than two hours, deliberately killing 34 Americans
and wounding at least 171 others. Over 821 rocket, cannon and machine gun holes were
inflicted. When the Liberty stubbornly remained afloat despite her damage, Israeli forces
machine-gunned her life rafts, firefighters, stretcher bearers, and sent helicopters carrying
troops to finish the job, no survivors were to be taken.

At this point, with Sixth Fleet rescue aircraft supposedly en route, the government of Israel
apologized and the identity of the assailants became known.

Details of the attack were hushed up in both countries. Israel claimed that her forces mis-
took the Liberty for an Egyptian ship, and our government quietly accepted that excuse de-
spite evidence to the contrary. No ship in our history has ever received such damage and
casualties by accident. Then our government downplayed the intensity of the surveillance
and the severity of the attack, and imposed a news blackout on the crew to keep the story
under control. The official version is that the Liberty was reconnoitered only three times
and only from a great distance. The American people were told that the air attack lasted
only five minutes and that it was followed by a single torpedo and an immediate apology
and offer of assistance. Nothing could be further from the truth. In June 1982, fifteen years
after the assault, crewmembers reunited for the first time in Washington, D.C. It was a
tearful, joyful reunion in which the men not only released their pent up emotions and decid-
ed that the USS Liberty Veterans Association would be formed with the firm goals of
finding all crew members, holding reunions, proper recognition of Captain and crew (in
particular those who lost their lives), obtaining a Congressional investigation into the at-
tack, and...

TO BRING THE TRUE STORY OF THE ATTACK ON THE U.S.S. LIBERTY AND HER
HEROIC CREW TO THE AWARENESS OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

www.USSLibertyVeterans.org | www.USSLiberty.com
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Hall of Fame Induction for James “Terry” Halbardier

On January 11th, 2018, Electronic Technician Third Class Terry Halbardier was inducted into the Surface Navy As-
sociations Hall of Fame in Crystal City, Virginia with all the Pomp and Circumstance due a true Navy Hero. Terry’s
daughter Kim and family were unable to attend the ceremony, so Larry Bowen, Moe Shafer, and Terry McFarland
attended on their behalf and to represent the Liberty Veterans Association. There were six honorees that evening
but when they showed the video of Terry and read the inscription from the brochure it made the hair on my arms
stand up on end. Terry was responsible for running coaxial cable from the radio shack to one of the damaged an-
tennae’s and then had to splice two cables together, so the radioman could transmit our distress call to the 6th
fleet. Terry was wounded while completing his heroic actions and initially only received the Purple Heart award.
Some 42 years later Congressman Devin Nunes from California helped ensure that Terry’s exemplary performance
and courageous actions were duly recognized when Terry was awarded the Silver Star Medal. | had written a brief
statement that | wanted to read to the assembled group that evening which basically told them that Terry was our
shipmate on the USS Liberty on June 8, 1967 when we were attacked. I'll attach that letter to this article if there is
room to put it in the newsletter fine and if not, at least | know that it went to Kim along with the tape that showed
some Terry photographs prior to the attack and a few post attack photos. It was an honor for the three of us to be a
part of that ceremony and to be there for one of our shipmates.

Bt <
| Y

ic Technician Third Class
James Terry Halbardier
USN
19641970

aual Banquet
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Larry Bowen’s Washington Recap to Jim Casey

AMERICAN LEGION WASHINGTON CONFERENCE FEBRUARY 25TH - 28TH
ATTENTION: MR. James Casey:
Jim,

| can’t begin to thank you enough for the hospitality and outstanding support you and your legion-
naires provided me these past few days. | came here not knowing what to expect, and I'm leaving
here hoping that with yours, Frank’s, and the rest of our legionnaire brethren supporters that my
fallen shipmates may eventually get the recognition they deserve. Your team has been nothing
short of fantastic when it comes to providing ideas that | can run up the flagpole and hopefully get
someone to salute besides a few of us fellow sailors.

On Monday, | was able to meet and talk with people in various Senators offices: John Kennedy
(LA); Patrick Toomey (PA); Mitch McConnell (KY); Michael Enzi (WY): and Marco Rubio (FL)
Photo Taken. The primary topic was American Legion Resolution # 40; the USS Liberty and hav-
ing Congress investigate the attack on the USS Liberty. The general response was getting a Re-
membrance Day or having a Permanent Memorial erected both of which would stand a much bet-
ter chance of passage.

On Tuesday, | was able to meet and talk with people in various Congressmen’s offices: Con-
gressman Robert Wittmann (VA); Congressman Steve Cohen (TN); Congressman Devin Nunes
(CA) Congressman Dutch Ruppersberger (MD) Photo Taken. Again, the same topic as above
and generally the responses were very similar. | was pleased that even though it has been fifty
years (50) since the attack on the Liberty 50% of the offices that | visited left me with the impres-
sion that they would at least read the material | had gone over with them and provide me feed-
back. Congressman Nunes office has already emailed me to set-up a return visit to meet with the
Congressman personally for a discussion and a photo opportunity. That won’t happen probably
for a couple of weeks or so.

| am looking forward to working with Frank LaMarsh on whatever resolution(s) he may want me to
help with and of course anything you may need me to help you with. | live here in Maryland, but |
belong to American Legion Post 435 in Waterloo, New York and have for the past 50 years.

Jim, it was a pleasure meeting you and your team. You made me feel welcome from the minute |
met you. | was inspired by yours and Franks ideas and | am already thinking of now to put them
out to the crew in our next Newsletter which goes out in April. Thank you doesn’t convey what |
feel in my heart because it doesn’t say enough! Thank you so much for everything!!!

Larry L. Bowen, USS LIBERTY VETERANS ASSOCIATION Vice-President
USS LIBERTY AGTR-5 (Survivor)

www.USSLibertyVeterans.org | www.USSLiberty.com
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A Seattle Veteran Seeks Justice for the USS Liberty..

Seattle resident Michelle Kinnucan was just out of Coast Guard boot camp when she became interested in the
USS Liberty. She was on her way to her first duty station, a cutter home ported in Guam, in 1983, and heard leg-
endary investigative journalist James Bamford speaking to Larry King about his new book, a history of the National
Security Agency. She bought the book at the Stars and Stripes bookstore in Guam upon arrival, and in it learned
about the ship that was attacked by Israeli forces during the Six-Day War in 1967 while collecting communication
for the NSA.

The attack left 34 Americans dead and 171 crew members wounded.

A few years later, she was sent to a navy damage control school in Pearl Harbor, and encountered the vessel
again. “l remember walking down the hall and noticing black-and-white photos of a damaged ship, and it turned out
it was the USS Liberty. There wasn’'t much explanation. | figured it was a Navy chief trying to make a point,” she
remembers now.

The point, she says, is one that’s been floated around naval circles and veterans’ groups ever since the attack: De-
spite the official line, of both the U.S. and Israeli governments, that the attack on the USS Liberty was because the
Israeli military mistook it for an Egyptian vessel, a proper investigation has never been conducted into what led to
the deadly confrontation, which included both air and torpedo strikes from Israeli forces in international wa-

ters. Many U.S. government officials secretly rejected the idea that the attack was a mistake, including President
Lyndon B. Johnson, according to investigative journalist James Scott.

As Pat O’Malley, a Pierce County judge and USS Liberty survivor, told The Seattle Times in 2009, “If you listen to
all the explanations of what happened, any rational person is going to say that can’t be—there is something miss-
ing here. We need the truth. Until governments tell the truth, how do you get trust?”

After an honorable discharge from the Coast Guard, Kinnucan moved to Seattle, where she’d spent time as a child.
Here she learned that the ship had been commissioned as the USS Liberty at the navy base in Bremerton. For
years, on Memorial Day

and on the anniversary of
the attack (June 8), Kinnu-
can, along with members

of Veterans for Peace,

would stand on the pier

that moors the USS Turner
Joy in Bremerton and hand
out fliers about the attack.
Then, earlier this year, Kin-
nucan decided to try to |
make a bigger impact by
submitting a resolution

with her American Legion
Post, Post 40 in Ballard, to
direct the national organi-
zation of 2.4 million veter-
ans to lobby Congress for

an investigation into what
happened that day in the
Mediterranean Sea.
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A Seattle Veteran Seeks Justice for the USS Liberty.. (contd.)

This effort was more controversial than it may seem. The general outline of the USS Liberty attack has made it a
ripe target for anti-Semitic groups to co-opt for their anti-Jewish messaging. The Anti-Defamation League has ar-
gued that some efforts to raise awareness about the USS Liberty are meant to “demonstrate the supposed treach-
ery and power of the Jewish State and its American supporters. The story, told from this perspective, has become a
propaganda tool to undermine the legitimacy of Israel.”

Veterans’ groups advocating for survivors of the Liberty attack take pains to distance themselves from far-right
groups that claim common cause with them.

Still, it’s a stigma that Liberty advocates have to compete against. “When | first raised the resolution at my Legion
post, the accusation of anti-Semitism came up right away,” says Kinnucan. “There’s really nothing to say about it
except that there’s nothing anti-Semitic about wanting this incident investigated when it hasn’t been investigated

yet. It's a red herring.”

The Ballard post ultimately approved the resolution, which began its journey up the flagpole of the American Le-
gion. It was approved at the state convention, which qualified it for the docket at the national convention in Reno.

When he found out that a resolution about the USS Liberty had made the national docket, Bryce Lockwood booked
a last-minute flight to Reno to lobby for the Seattle post’s resolution. At the time of the attack, he was serving on
the Liberty as a voice intercept section supervisor. His section included three sailors, two Marines, and a civilian.
“All of them were killed, but one, by the torpedo explosion,” Lockwood says by phone from his home in Strafford,
Missouri.

There had been resolutions to make it to the national convention in the past, Lockwood says, but they usually got
squashed by leadership. This was the first time, he says, that the Legion actually allowed a hearing on the matter.
Again, the resolution faced strong opposition for fear of anti-Semitism. “When the resolution came before the sub-
committee, the leadership recommended rejection, saying the fringe groups would use the resolution to shape Mid-
east policy,” Lockwood says. “We’re not an anti-Semitic group; we’re not a fringe group. We were a group of ser-
vicemen that were wronged on the high seas.” Despite the continued opposition from some members of leadership,
the resolution made it through to a vote and was approved. “This is a huge weight lifted off our shoulders,” says
Lockwood.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the attack; four years ago, the Veterans of Foreign Wars passed their own
resolution calling for an investigation. Lockwood says he hopes the Legion’s support creates a critical mass of sup-
port. “Here’s two major veterans’ organizations that have passed this, to tell Congress to investigate the attack on
the USS Liberty.”

Kinnucan says that while she believes the preponderance of evidence points to a deliberate attack by Israel, if Con-
gress determines that the Israeli attack was truly a mistake, she says she’s OK with that. “Time is running out for
the survivors,” she says. “These guys are in their 70s or older now, feeling that their country sort of betrayed them.
They saw their shipmates die, and most of them were wounded. More than half the ship’s company was killed or
wounded. They feel like the American Legion, their brother and sister veterans, are standing on their side again.”

Written by Daniel Person
Article available online at:
http://lwww.seattleweekly.com/news/a-seattleite-is-fighting-for-justice-for-the-uss-liberty-but-not-without-some-controversy/
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RIP 'Ron' Frank Grantski

Ronald 'Ron’' Frank Grantski
December 16, 1946 - April 8, 2018

Ronald 'Ron' Frank Grantski, _
age 71, of Modesto, CA passed
away April 8, 2018 at home. He
was preceded in death by his
parents Sarah and Don

Grantski, son, Darrin Grantski
and step daughter Laci Peter-
son.

Ron served in the Navy and re-
ceived a Purple Heart for his
tour of duty on the USS Liberty.
He was an avid fisherman and
loved going to the horse races.

Ron is survived by his long time
companion Sharon Rocha, sis-
ters Donna (Ron) Barnhart and
Carol (Phil) Frazier, stepson
Brent (Rose) Rocha, grandchil-
dren Antonio, Massi, Giorgio
and Sofia Rocha, and nephews
Zachary Zwald and Sam Barn-
hart.

Graveside service will be held
at Burwood Cemetery in Es-
calon, Tuesday, April 17th at 1:00 PM.

Remembrance donations may be made to any charity of choice.
www.cvobituaries.com
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USS Liberty Father, Son and the State of American...

In his first State of the Union Address Mr. Trump spoke about American dreams and said: “This Congress
could put America first, set politics aside and come together to get the job done.”

American Legion’s Resolution 40 is a job that requires “American grit, accountability and respect” for our
Veterans who ‘dream’ of justice from their Government.

Last summer the American ey

Legion passed Resolution

40, which called “upon the

115th United States Con- g

gress to publicly, impartial- e LIBERTY AGTR- S

ly, and thoroughly investi- // [[/(7 [)/)

gate the attack on the ’ WY/ G/
USS Liberty and its after- /C V) é-"' /(/ / /é 7
math and to commence its T ¢ "

investigation before the end L XAR } AAqreL Y y

of 2017, the 50th anniver- & e 4
sary year of the attack.” '?” A ALl E ANLD

The 115th Congress 12200, f/Z %3 7 X o o
missed the American Le- o A L Adarnone /f L P o

gion’s deadline to begin o ol AR )/'-vv 2 £ At Frse—
to “publicly, impartially, and DY R Y s aa . Qf 2cerns o
thoroughly investigate the / SN ;
attack on the e "’"'Z'f““‘/' ~ Fc. J/*Va i GBI
. . 3 A e
USS Liberty and its after- LR PP 4_;_,7 U/« ; L/
math” but LIBERTY CEN-
TRAL Il has been hosting
documentation of the after-
math of Israel’s June 8
1967 attack on the USS
LIBERTY
(View at http://
thearabdailynews.com/?
s=USS+LIBERTY).

USS Liberty Silver Star re-
cipient Ensign John
Deaderick Scott, USNR
wrote the following letter
home two days after Presi-
dent Lyndon Baines John-
son ordered the cover-up of
Israel’s attack on America’s
then premier spy ship:
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USS Liberty Father, Son and the State of American... [contd.)
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USS Liberty Father, Son and the State of American... [contd.)
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Years after the attack, Lieutenant Colonel Shmuel Kislev, the chief air controller at general headquarters in Tel Aviv, confessed
that he knew the U.S.S. LIBERTY was an American ship as soon as an Israeli pilot radioed in its hull numbers.

Two months before the sailor’s mass burial at Arlington Cemetery, Navy analysis also uncovered that the Israeli torpedo boat
gunners had targeted the spy ship with 40-mm tracer rounds made in the United States.

In 1967, the Republican representative from lowa, H.R. Gross rose up in The House and asked:

“Is this Government now, directly or indirectly, subsidizing Israel in the payment of full compensation for the lives that were de-
stroyed, the suffering of the wounded, and the damage from this wanton attack? It can well be asked whether these Americans
were the victims of bombs, machine gun bullets and torpedoes manufactured in the United States and dished out as military
assistance under foreign aid.”

By November 1967, lawmakers were willing to spend six million USA tax dollars to build schools in Israel but during the de-
bate, Representative Gross introduced an amendment that “not one dollar of U.S. credit or aid of any kind [should] go to Israel
until there is a firm settlement with regard to the attack and full reparations have been made [and Israel] provides full and com-
plete reparations for the killing and wounding of more than 100 United States citizens in the wanton, unprovoked attack. | won-
der how you would feel if you were the father of one of the boys who was killed in that connection-or perhaps you do not have
any feelings with respect to these young men who were killed, wounded and maimed, or their families.”

Gross’s amendment failed and justice for the USS Liberty survivors of The Six Day War remains delayed due to bad religion in
bed with militant politics.

USS LIBERTY survivors of The Six Day War, their families, friends and supporters have not just “dreamed of justice” they per-
sist to pursue it armed only with the TRUTH.

YOU can honor the troops and hold this government accountable by simply signing and sharing this Petition to Speaker of the
US House of Representatives and US Senate Majority Leader to Investigate the Attack on the USS Liberty at:
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/investigate-the-attack-on-the-uss-liberty?source=facebook

Article by Eileen Fleming

11

www.USSLibertyVeterans.org www.USSLiberty.com




Q%/é/;% News ‘ THE NEWSLETTER OF THE USS LIBERTY

LVA Member Submission

Small Village in America's Heartland Remembers the USS Liberty

A small village in America's heartland, Hopedale, Illinois, on Memorial Day 2017 dedicated
a new veterans memorial on the grounds of the village's medical complex.

Thanks to a young 78-year-old livestock farmer, Dave Snider, from a neighboring village,
the village of Hopedale, whose population consists of 850 souls according to a street sign,
besides honoring local veterans, will also be honoring and remembering the veterans of
the USS Liberty.

From his own pocket, Mr. Snider purchased two bricks to be installed in the memorial's
walkway with the inscription “Remember the USS Liberty.”

Snider cites hearing the original reports on Israel's attack on the USS Liberty on June 8th,
1967, which he called “a whitewash,” and his recent reading of the book “Ship Without a
Country” as motivating factors in his desire to honor the veterans of the USS Liberty.

Because of the patriotism of Mr. Snider, “Remember the USS Liberty” will be forever
screaming from a veterans memorial walkway, from a village in America's heartland.

Written and submitted by RickB, USS Liberty Veterans Association member

REMINDER: Challenger Coin Available!

We are excited to now be carry-
ing the Challenger Coin in the
Liberty Store - available for $10
plus a $5 shipping charge.

This commemorative coin fea-
tures the names of each of the
34 fallen shipmates lost during
the attack on the

Liberty!
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USS Liberty Palm Coast, FL, Bigotry

| have been holding off from sharing this story because |
was hoping for a positive outcome. However, | believe
especially at this time, | need to do so. This is a story of »
bigotry at its best and | submitted these details to the _ Dedicated to the
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) which initally g Brave Men of The USS Liberty
indicated that | had a good case against the town of ' US Navy and Marine Corps
Palm Coast, FL and then did nothing. This affront, to _ 34 Killed 174 Wounded
the most decorated Navy ship for a single engagement, | In An Attack By The
is why | wrote my book, “Liberty Injustices — A Survivors ‘ Israeli Navy And Air Force
Accont of American Bigotry”. Here is what happened. ] June 8, 1967 In The Mediterranean Sea

They Hover As A Cloud Of Witnesses Above This Nation.
Sometime in early 2016 and out of the blue, Ms. Nora Henry Ward Beecher
Whisnant sent me the above six by eleven inch bronze
plaque. | deeply appreciated this wonderful gesture of
support which was only the beginning as she held a
Liberty memorial service at her home later on in Dele-
ware, attended by Terry McFarland. | decided to have the plaque placed in our Palm Coast Heroes Mememorial Park and
submitted the proper application. | wanted the plaque placed near our town's “Liberty Tree” at which | have two ingraved bricks
dedicated to the Liberty crew and Captain McGonagle. After a delay waiting for the key person to move my application forward,
it was finally approved by the Beautification Board at a meeting that | attended. There was a little push back from one individu-
al, however, the others talked him into his approval which made it unanimus on Thursday, March 23, 2017. The following Mon-
day, | was informed that our city's Manager, Jim Landon, put a stop on it which made me very angry because this is the very
town that passed a City Proclimation on October 6, 2015, declaring June 8th USS Liberty Day and now refuses to put up this
wonderful plaque. Incidently, the proclimation was done privately without any news coverage. The proclimation was sent di-
rectly and quietly to me.

| therefore decided that | would take my request to the next Palm Coast city council meeting. Knowing | submitted my request
for the upcoming coucil's review, Landon called before the meeting and asked to talk to my wife and I. He explained that if |
took out “In an attack by the Israeli Navy and Air Force”, he would have no objection. | emphatically told him that the plaque
statement is a fact of life and it was absolutely true. With that, the fight for approval was on but at the same time, he told me
that | would have the opprotunity to speak at the August 8, 2017 city council meeting to completely explain why this plaque
should be placed in our Hoeros Park as is. | was cautiously elated, however, he had other plans. He also indicated that he
wanted to check with “federal officials” to determine if | was telling the truth about the attack. So, during the interumn, Mr. Lan-
don wrote to Representative DeSantos' office requesting confirmation of my details and also possible ammunition from them to
disprove the project. They complied. While they confirmed everything that | said, they found a Navy document indicating the
attack was accidental.

On August 8, 2017, the Palm Coast City council meeting was a “kanagroo court”. Before allowing me to speak, they passed
an ordance killing the plaque projest. As the ordance was being discussed by the city council members, | tried to speak but |
was told by the mayor to be quiet. When I finally was given a chance to speak which could not change the procedings, | re-
minded them of the importance of the USS Liberty story and | told them that the meeting was unfair and bigoted. The mayor
did not appreciate my candor.

Why do you think that this 6 X 11 inch plaque would be so damaging in our Heroes Park? Obviously there are certain people
who would be OFFENDED by the words on the plaque. Yes, no one should be subjected to the thought that Israel would do
such a thing to fellow American sailors and marines. One might be tempted to look up the attack to determine the details
espeically since the plaque does NOT say the attack was deliberate, vicious, and inhumane to a ship that was NOT a man-of-
war. No, fellow American politicians must do everything they can to keep folks from knowing of the Liberty bravery and here-
oism on June 8, 1967, otherwise they may have a dim view of treaturous 1967 Israel. Or, just maybe, there was collusion be-
tween LBJ and Mosha Dayan to attempt to sink the ship with all hands lost. Yes, there are groups out there doing their best to
keep the Liberty story from the American public right here in bigoted Palm Coast, FL.

So, this wonderful plaque remains sitting next to my desk. | will continue to work with local veterans groups to prevail. Stay
tuned! Could this event be the next chapter in another book? Ernie Gallo

www.USSLibertyVeterans.org www.USSLiberty.com
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More on the LIBERTY Incident, by James M. Scott
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MORE ON THE LIBERTY INCIDENT

James M. Scott

Jay Cristol claims in his letter ("In Contact,” October, p. 5) that
my article ("The Spy Ship Left Out in the Cold." June, pp. 28-35)
"was saturated with misleading claims.” Yet, it is Cristol, who, for
two decades, has pedaled untruths in the quest to defend Israel
for its attack on the USS Liberty (AGTR-5), which killed 34

Americans and wounded more than 170 others.

Cristol writes, for example, that there have been multiple
congressional investigations into the attack. That is false. A true
congressional investigation, such as the ones that followed the
9/11 terrorist attacks or the assault on our compounds in
Benghazi, never was tasked to examine the central question of
Israeli culpability. -In an effort to muddy the water, Cristol
instead points to investigations into other issues, like Navy

communications.

I would challenge Cristol to produce the appointing resolution of
any congressional body directed to investigate Israel's actions in
the attack. The simple fact is he can't. But don't take my word

for it. Mary Baumann, staff researcher with the U. S. Senate

Historical Office, scoured congressional records as well. "I did
not," she wrote to me on 2 November 2006, "Find any references
to an investigation relating to the 1967 attack on the USS
LIBERTY."”

Cristol likewise champions the Navy's flawed court of inquiry,
whose members were barred were from traveling to Israel,
obtaining Israeli war logs, or interviewing the attackers.
Furthermore, the court's lawyer, Captain Ward Boston, later
admitted that President Lyndon Johnson and Defense Secretary
Robert McNamara ordered the panel to endorse Israel's claim
that the attack was a mistake, even though Boston did not believe
it. Boston said at the time, "It is Cristol's insidious attempt to

whitewash the facts that has pushed me to speak out.”

The truth is that hundreds of declassified documents and
interviews in the United States and Israel reveal what a sordid
affair in the Liberty truly was - and that Israel did, in fact,
identify the ship in time to prevent the torpedo strike that killed
25 men. Furthermore, those records illustrate the ugly tug of war

between the two nations, which included efforts to censor the

media and even silence. President Johnson with threats of anti-

Semitism.

Those are the facts. Lost in Cristol's defense of the attackers is

the effect this tragedy had on the survivors and the families of

those killed. Understanding the truth is the best way we have to

honor those brave Americans.

www.USSLibertyVeterans.org

www.USSLiberty.com
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LVA Memorabilia Store - Order Form

READING MATERIALS

Assault on the Liberty: The True Story of the Israeli Attack on an American Intelligence Ship - By Survivor and LVS Historian, $30.00
Mr. James Ennes, Jr., SEND ORDER TO: Jim Ennes, PO Box 789, Woodinville, WA 98072

The Attack on the Liberty - The Untold Story of Israel’s Deadly 1967 Assault on a U.S. Spy Ship, By James Scott, son of crew ... $25.00
member Lt. John Scott,

Liberty Injustices: A Survivor's Account of American Bigotry

By USS Liberty Survivor Ernest Gallo

ERASING THE LIBERTY — My Battle to Keep Alive the Memory of Israel’s Attack on the USS Liberty

By Phillip F. Tourney

REMEMBER THE LIBERTY! Almost Sunk by Treason on the High Seas

By Phillip F. Nelson with Ernest A. Gallo, Ronald G. Kukal, and Phillip F. Tourney

VIDEQS

USS Liberty Survivors: Our Story - Patrick King Documentary (DVD Video)

Loss of Liberty - New Detailed Film of Attach and Cover-Up (DVD Video)

Dead in the Water - Documentary: Find out how a nuclear war in the Middle East was averted at the last minute (DVD)
Justice for the Liberty - An All American Documentary by Break of Dawn Productions

A USS LIBERTY REMEMBERANCE of 50 Years of US Government Cover-Up of the Attack

LIBERTY WEAR

Blue Multicolor Tee Shirt - (M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL)

White w/ Black Ship & 34 Lost Shipmates Tee Shirt - (M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL)

Grey w/ Black Ship & 2 Lost Marines Tee Shirt - (M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL)

Golf Shirt: White OR Navy OR Black (each with tan stitching) - (M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL)

USS Liberty Baseball Cap - Solid Fabric, Not Mesh with Plain Bill

USS Liberty Unstructured Golf Hat - Navy or Tan

50th Anniversary Tee Shirts (while supplies last) - Blue (M, L, XXL) or White (M, L, XL, XXL, XXL)

MEMORABILIA ==~

USS Liberty Bumper Sticker

USS Liberty Key Chain

USS Liberty Cigarette Lighter - Zippo, Brushed Chrome, Ship Insignia on One Side and Silhouette on the Other
USS Liberty Lapel Pin OR 50th Anniversary Lapel Pins

USS Liberty Ship Patch - Multicolored, 100% Embroidered, 3 Inch

USS Liberty Ship Patch - Multicolored, 100% Embroidered, 5 Inch

USS Liberty Ship Patch - Multicolored, 100% Embroidered, 10 Inch

Challenger Coin - With the Names of 34 Fallen Shipmates

NAME: ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE:

PHONE: EMAIL:
ITEM DESCRIPTION QUANTITY | PRICE EACH TOTAL**

SHIPPING FEE (See below)

** $5.00 SHIPPING CHARGE FOR DOMESTIC ORDERS OVER $10. $15.00 SHIPPING CHARGE FOR INTERNATIONAL ORDERS.
PLEASE MAIL LVA STORE REQUESTS TO: Moe Shafer, PO Box 680275, Marietta, GA 30068
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: USS LIBERTY VETERANS ASSOCIATION

For a one year membership in the USS LIBERTY Veterans Association and Newsletter Subscription, send $20 to Moe Shafer.
Contributions are tax deductible! So please give and give generously!
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Liberty News is the official journal of the USS LIBERTY Veterans Association - a California nonprofit, tax-

exempt corporation representing the USS LIBERTY Survivors and former Crew Members, their families, and other
patriotic Americans.

The yearly subscription rate is $20.00 for an associate member (former and non-crew member). Due to our
small size, however, we cannot survive solely on subscriptions. We are grateful to, and rely heavily upon our many
members who voluntarily donate more generously with each passing year.

Make your tax-deductible check payable to:
LVA, C/O Moe Shafer, PO Box 680275, Marietta, GA 30068

Send articles and items of interest to:
Wayne Kelley, Sr., Liberty News, 9400 Reams Road, North Chesterfield, VA 23236

BOARD MEMBERS
Ernie Gallo Run Kukal
Larry Bowen Bob Scarborough
Moe Shafer Gene Six
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Editor
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Terry McFarland
Member at Large
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Donna Shafer
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donnashafer@bellsouth.net
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